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Mr. Speaker, I've just returned from visiting our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.  I witnessed the impact of Zarqawi up close and personal.  

I've seen the damage Zarqawi inflicted.  I've visited the areas where Zarqawi lived and terrorized people.  And I've met the brave soldiers who ultimately tracked him down and killed him.

It was Sunday evening, May 28, 2006, and I was in Amman, Jordan with a small delegation of 6 congressmen.  As I walked through the metal detector to enter the hotel's lobby, I thought of Zarqawi.  It was here in Amman, Jordan that Zarqawi, a native of Jordan, killed 60 people by bombing 3 hotels on November 9, 2005.

The next day was Memorial Day, Monday, May 29th, and I was in Iraq, visiting with our troops.  Once again, my thoughts turned to Zarqawi.

I toured the special operations command center with General Stan McCrystal, a 3-star general in charge of tracking down Zarqawi.  All over the walls of the command center were posters of Zarqawi.  General McChrystal and his team were confident that they'd get Zarqawi, and they briefed us on their efforts.  

That same day, I flew in a blackhawk helicopter around the area of Ba'Qubah where Zarqawi was ultimately located.  

I also toured Baghdad, where Zarqawi intimidated the U.N. by bombing their headquarters, and where al-Jazerra T.V. once broadcasted a videotape showing Zarqawi personally beheading an American citizen.

A week later, on Wednesday, June 7th, I was at the White House with a few other Members of Congress to brief President Bush about what we saw in Iraq.

At exactly 3:57pm, National Security Advisor, Stephen Hadley, slipped a note to President Bush, Vice President Cheney, and Condi Rice.  President Bush read it, smiled and winked at Condi Rice.  Zarqawi was dead.  

General McChrystal later personally went to the scene and determined for himself that Zarqawi had officially been killed.  President Bush already called General McChrystal to thank him and his troops, and today Congress thanks them as well.

Mr. Speaker, Amman, Jordan is a long way from my hometown of Orlando, Florida.  Tonight, thousands of people in Orlando will walk into hotel lobbies without having to go through a metal detector, unlike the hotels in Amman, Jordan.  Why?  Because our soldiers are taking the fight to the terrorists, like Zarqawi, in the Middle East so the rest of us can live freely in the United States.

However one feels about the war in Iraq, realize that our troops deserve our support 100%.  God knows they've earned it.

