Congressman Ric Keller's 1 Minute Speech:

Association Health Plans

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to urge the Senate to help small business people with the skyrocketing cost of health insurance by passing Association Health Plans.

Of the 45 million Americans without health insurance, 60% are small business employees and their families.  By joining together, small businesses in Central Florida will have the same bargaining power to negotiate lower health insurance rates as big companies, like Disney World and Darden.  This will help lower their health insurance premiums by up to 30%, and expand access to millions of people without health insurance.

On April 27, 2005 the House of Representatives passed my Small Business Bill of Rights, which created a blueprint for this Congress to follow to help small businesses create additional jobs.  On the top of the list, was passage of Association Health Plans.

Three months later, on July 26, 2005, the House passed Association Health Plans with a wide margin of 263 to 153.

I applaud the Senate for taking up this important debate today, and I urge them to act now to pass Association Health Plans.

I yield back to balance my time.

