Keller:  National Guard Troops Belong on the Border

Mr. Speaker, I rise to applaud President Bush's decision to place additional National Guard troops on the Mexican border.  I recently returned from a week long trip to the Mexico-California border.  As this photograph shows, I met with National Guard troops who were constructing a border security fence in the San Diego area.  

President Bush's decision has been criticized from two sources.   

First, some American politicians have complained that National Guard troops have no business being involved with border security.  This photograph clearly shows that National Guard troops are already playing a key role in helping to secure our borders.  

Second, Mexico's President Vincente Fox complained about the U.S. possibly militarizing our border.  This is the height of hypocrisy.  Mexico was the first one to put their military on their southern border to stop illegals from coming into Mexico from Guatemala.  

The American people want less whining from the open borders crowd, and more action from the rest of us to secure our borders.  This is a step in the right direction.

