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Mr. Speaker, I support the rule and the legislation.


I represent Orlando, Florida, the world's number one vacation destination.  It would devastate our tourism-based economy if gas prices ever reached $4 a gallon.  Similarly, it would also hurt tourism if there was an oil spill right next to our beautiful beaches.


This legislation strikes the appropriate balance of protecting Florida's beaches with a 100 mile buffer, while also reducing our dependence on foreign oil.  That's why it's supported by Governor Jeb Bush and the Washington Post editorial board.


The most significant aspect of the bill is that it gives Florida home court advantage on all future decisions regarding offshore drilling.  For the first time in history, there will be a 100 mile buffer around the entire state of Florida controlled by Floridians.


Here's the math.  Floridians make up 100% of the state legislature, but only 5% of the U.S. Congress.  


Would you rather have Florida offshore drilling decisions made by a Florida state representative from Clearwater, or by a drill happy U.S. Congressman from Texas?

Mr. Speaker, it's easy to demagogue this issue by saying we should do nothing if the bill isn't perfect.  Well, here's some straight talk.  We don't have the luxury of doing nothing.

If we don't act, drilling will be allowed only 3 miles off of Florida's East coast beaches.  


On the other hand, if we do act, we'll get 100 miles of protection for all of Florida's beaches, and put future decisions about drilling in the hands of Floridians.


Mr. Speaker, opposition to this bill on environmental grounds cannot be justified. 


First, the industry's safety record for exploration is impressive.  For example, oil rigs in the Western half of the Gulf of Mexico endured Hurricane Katrina without any spills.


Second, according to the Washington Post editorial board, not allowing any drilling whatsoever past the 100 mile mark may increase the danger of oil spills because it means more incoming traffic from oil tankers, which are riskier than oil rigs.  As you recall, the Exxon-Valdez accident was an oil tanker, not an oil rig.  


Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to vote "yes" on the rule and on the bill.

